DURING READING
Annotation of a Text – Leaving Tracks of Thinking
Annotating is recording what a reader is thinking while reading—it helps a reader remember what s/he has read.  
Annotation also provides an opportunity for a reader to wrestle with the meaning of the text. 
Nothing matters more than THINKING while reading.

Throw away the highlighter—underline and make notes with a pen or pencil.  Highlighting can actually distract from the business of learning and dilute your comprehension. Highlighting only seems like an active reading strategy, but it can actually lull you into passivity rather than thinking about the text.
Mark up the margins of your text with WORDS (AKA Marginalia).  These are ideas that occur to you, notes about things that seem important to you, reminders of how issues in a text may connect with class discussion or course themes. This kind of interaction keeps you conscious of the reason you are reading and the purposes your instructor has in mind. Later in the term, when you are reviewing for a test or project, your margin notes may become useful memory triggers. Make a list of your ideas, write phrases or complete sentences—it is up to you! Just interact with the text by writing and marking it up! (Post-it notes work, too!)
Get in the habit of hearing yourself ASK QUESTIONS.  What does this mean? Why is the author drawing that conclusion?  Why is the class reading this text? How would this happen?  Where have I heard of this idea before?  When will it happen?  Who would it affect?  Write the questions down in your margins, at the beginning or end of the reading, in a notebook, or elsewhere.  

WHEN READING, STOP-THINK-REACT. (STRategy)   I wonder…
Develop your own symbol system.  Asterisk a key idea in the text, for example, or use an exclamation point for the surprising, absurd, bizarre, or question marks for unclear passages or straight lines or crooked lines beside certain passages… Like your margin notes, your hieroglyphs can help you reconstruct the important observations that you made at an earlier time, and they will be indispensable when you return to a text later in the term, in search of a passage, an idea for a topic, or while preparing for an exam or project.

Some annotation ideas:  
When I annotate, what do I write? Sometimes I…
Record a REACTION to the reading.
Ask a QUESTION of the reading.  What do I WONDER about?
Give an OPINION of the reading.
Make a CONNECTION to my own experiences, or local, national, or global situations, or other readings.

PARAPHRASE or SUMMARIZE sections of the reading—a line or two of summary per paragraph, perhaps.
Respond to how I would RELATE if I were in that situation.

Record the “WHAT and WHERE and HOW and WHY and WHEN and WHO.”  Describe what is significant about the process and what conditions make the event or situation possible, where it happens, how it happens, where else it could happen, and speculate about why it happens…

Record an ANALOGY. Compare the reading to something that is already understood. (For example, lines of military defense compared to the lines of the immunity system’s defense)


Circle WORDS that I need to define and look them up and record definitions. Keep a list of new words.


Text Code Ideas: 

·   for something known
 V key vocab/look up

                   C  for a connection (T-T,T-S,T-W)

L       new learning

       important information

    (label a process/events


?       question/confusion               !   exciting/surprising information      + literary devices
Ideas adapted from Harvey Daniels, Stephanie Harvey, and Cris Tovani
